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WITH DR. SVEN HEDIN ON GERMAN FIGHTING LINE IN FRANCE
The Great War Machine in Action Described by the'

Well Known Swedish Explorer, Who Visited the
Trenches as the Kaiser's Personal Guest

the most complete
PERHAPS presented of the

machine In action In
given by Dr. Sven Hedln, the

vwedlsh explorer, In his book "With
rtie German Armies In the Went," of
which an English translation by 11, O.
de WaltcrstorIT Is being brought out
ay the John I.ane Company of New
York and Isondon. The book Is not
Intended to be a narrative of military
operation. It li a record of the
author's observations and Impressions.
The figures In the procession passing
through Its nes range from the
Kaiser, the Crown Trlnco and German
generals down to French captives and
unhappy Inhabitant! of the occupied
territories.

Dr. Hedln went to the front by spe-
cial permission of the German Km-per-

and every facility was given
him to visit the war theatres of
France and Belgium. His book, ther-
efor, is In the nature of an account by
a aemt-ofllct- al eyewitness of the Ger-
man army In the field. As Is well
known, he takes the German view. He
finds nothing to condemn In Ger-
many's conduct of the war. Hut
.whatever may bo thought of his
opinions, he records Interesting facts.
In a "publisher's note" John I.ane
sars:

"As I have been publicly criticised
for undertaking the issue of the Eng-
lish edition of this book, for the most
part by people who have not rend It, 1

am taking the somewhat unusual
course of giving a brief explanation
of my point of view. In the first place
Dr. fiven Hedln's book Is essentially a
record of facts as he saw them. He

.1 a trained observer, and there can

in Fort
bp no Oliesttnn nf Ma vdm.Ui.
Again, is It not well to let the Hngllsh
nation know, for Instance, that those
600,000 troops which our gallant
120,000 withstood atTpres were not 111 clad. III fed levies,
but equipped troops witha organization behind
them?"

Dr. Hedln started on his trip In
and returned In November.

The military authorities In Herlln
supplied him with an automobile and

';'i. ". him us

"M !!" " ""--
..7. one mt cnHedln.

vice, but on the outbreak of wur he
ihad rallied to the colors and placed his
car at the disposal of the crown In
accordance with the de-
cree. He drives It himself In the ser-
vice of the nrmy. nnd the orderly
who is to accompany us Is In peace
time his own chauffeur.

"I was told the Volunteer Auto-
mobile Corps now mustered 3.10
The owner of a car reports himself
and Is paid for his vehicle, und Cie may
at the end of the war buy back his
car from the crown. It Is reckoned

the serviceable life of a car Is
five years. If the owner paid 10.000
marks for his car and has It (or
four years ho only gets paid at rtie
last year's valuation, I. e 2.000 marks,
while If the car Is quite new he

the full amount.
"Three hundred and fifty cars It

doeen't sound much, but these cars
merely form the Volunteer Corps, nnd
I suppose you will feel more at ease
when I tell you that at the western
front alone there are altorether 60,000
cars In use, while 40,000 axe left In
Germany. That mean 60,000 ohauf-feur- s.

one considers that each
car usually has a crew of two It will
be seen lhat the equivalent of over

army corps are attached to the
automobile sen-Ice-

. There are plenty
of men In Germany, plenty for every
purpose."

They started on September IB, At
he was Invited to dine

with the KaLser, of whom he says:
"Any feeling of timidity one may

have had while waiting for the most
powerful and most remarkable man In
the world vanished once
the Kmperor, after a tJhan hearty
handshake and a cheery welcome,
began to speak. His voice Is manly
and military, he speaks
plain. y without slurring over a single
s liable, he Is never at a loss for a
word, but always, strikes the nail on
the head often In force-
ful teims.

"He punctuates his sentences with
qu.ck and expresslvo gestures. His
speech Hows smoothly, Is always terse
nnd interesting nnd Is suddenly
Interrupt! d by questions delivered,.rn lightning precision, Which one
must endenvor to answer equally
quickly and clearly. A good answer
never falls to e!u It the Kmperor's ap-
proval, lie in Impulsive
nnd his Ih a mixture
of earnest nnd lest A ready repartee
err an amusing tale muses him tolaugh so heaitilv timi hi ,imM...
shake with it.

At Htenny. Trance, the headquariV. tiie'i.

Prince of Prussia, eats for "The four shells accompany one
Here Is the menu: Cabling"' soup, I another through the air ami sing the
boiled beef with and po- -' .mic whining song In the same high
tatoes, wild duck with alail, fruit, pitch. The sound nrlscs through the
wine, and coffee with cigars. And I air rushing to fill the vacuum behind
whai would you say the the body nnd through the
was about? It Is hard to iny exactly, ! friction. Romctlmos It scema to die
but we travelled over almost the whole 'away, but Is heard again presently
world with the ease bred by familiar-- I nulte plainly, this being no doubt due
Ity, to air currents.

"The Crown Prince, like the Km- -' "Time after time the four 'growl-r- v

peror, begnn Tibet, and from emptied their heavy shell over thethere It was but a step across tho Trench positions opposite nnd e.ichHlmfll.lVnft In fhn nfi!mM ,.f tt.n 1 1 ..,.1 I ...... ....... . .. .; : " "" iiumiivnu int-uii- i id causa me uentn orDelta, thp Tm(?nda nf nflnnMi M... i linn...... t, ......... i . ,
,, .. . ' "" un iimuy Human 1

. ..... .,, uvit idj .uunni, tnoiings. rnoir mam task- was to drivetigers of the Jungle nnd the music of Mho defenders out of Varenncs. whichthe crystal waves of India li situated six kllomoteri
the rocks of Malabar point, southw?t ofAJ" .."A"" the artillery had been pound- -'Cl"?? a" "'. I "kc "lc"now love us.no longer of ..'in

and famous the conqueror
of Omdurmon nnd South Africa, of the

and their fairylike splen-
dor at Hllnnlr. Kutch Bchnr, Gwa- -
uor. Kosnmir and Idar.

'" war onci ui uui'.uuu mnrKs lor a single nay, andts horrors, and the terrible sacrifices this was only for a short portion
K demands. Hut t cannot be helped. of the long German western front,said the Crown Prince, 'our fatherland
asks us to give all we have, and we
will, we must win, even If the whole
world takes up arms against us.'

"'Is not the calm here wonderful'
Wo seem to be living In the
most absolute peace, and .yet It isbut a count" or hmir, ,iri..
firing line,' observes my Imperial hnt.hut listening t0 a short, concise and

report made In n ringing
voire by an ofllcer who has Just en-
tered.

'"Ves. your Imperial Highness. I
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had Imuglned the staff headquarters
f an nrmy to resemble, a buizlng

bfehlve, but now that I have the
reality before me I find no trace of
anxiety or nervousness, nothing butft n. nrwl nvuiir. ....... l. ......,,,,nv. r n oiTP. milwhat I should like to see most of all
would lie a liatlte for T

In common with most other civilians
I have formed an erroneous opinion
on this subject '

'The (Town Prince smiles and an-
swers: Veil. Kittle Iialnlera Ilka V..11.

rz.::,:,: Vlllo und Detnllle would have little
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nothing, for they are concealed by
the ground and In the trenches, anil
It Is rather dangerous to get too close
to n bayonet charge -- tiniest one's duty
takes one there. Generally speaking,
the between the lighting
forces Increases with the improvement
In firearms. Thoe who have the best
artillery have the bet prospects of
winning.

'"To us the field gray uniform1
Is a great advantage, us we merge
Into the coloring of the ground, while
the brilliant uniforms of the French
are visible from afar. To see a battle
In proctlca.ly Impossible not even the
commander directing It ee much
of It, his direiiion Is effected by tele,
phone and Is dependent on Information
and reports received, which In turn
are carefully sifted nnd weighed.

"'For a spectator to post himself
on o height In the neighborhood Is
not advisable, for then he may be sure
of being taken for an observer direct-
ing the nrtlllery fire and becomes at
ones the target of the enemy's shells.
You shall, however, during your visit
here be allowed to witness all that It
Is possible to see.'

"What life and spirit nt the Crown
Prince's headquarters! Kvcrythlng was
gay with the freshness of youth nnd
devoid of restraint. No trnce of the
stiffness of court ceremonial. Kven
Gen. Schmidt, who usually maintained
the strictest discipline, was Infected by
the prevailing spirit of camaraderie.
But owing to the terrible Imr.lnn nf
work which rested on the shoulders
of the Chief of Staff It wa not un-
usual for him to ramp In for his meals
after the others."

I,ater neur Kcllsfontnlne he had an
opportunity of seeing whnt the fight-
ing was like:

"Tho liooming nf cannon Is now
all round us, even from behind

a battery of four 21 centimeter mor-tnr- a

having been brought up from the
village and iitillmbered only a hundred
meters away from us. They motto
a terrible nole and the whole ground
trembles when they are discharged.
I had a peculiar feeling, when stand-
ing In front of these winged messen-
gers of death, n consciousness of se.
flirtl-- mingled with rwnmn. e,i nr..

rnst tint! been tin n

rapid calculation for thirty-tw- o bat-
teries tf different types nnd estimated
the average cost of each round nt fifty

I
,fl 'c uuiuur-- ui raunuf at

12,000, which would make an expense
:

t

i .

.

utners, However, considered tho es
tlmatp too hlfch, both as roffnrdn aver-n- p

cot nnd number of shotii fired.
In nnv rant th. nftlltAt-- nn.nHn..- - v. n nnuuunp i
up Incredible sums In a war such as I

mis, in wnicn it plays a greater and
more powerful part than ever before."

It was soon after this that he wlt-ne?- d

an examination of French
prismera:

"One group of disarmed French-- ,
men comprised a Captain. Ht had
received a bullet through the thigh,
limped badly and was supported by

alBSSB p - fH

German officdr finding the range wit,h a tripod telescope

two soldlors. He had a frank and noble
fuio and one could tell that he was
a thrrough gentleman. When his lit-
tle band was to be examined a chair
was brought out for him, for he looked
pale and weak,

"'Is your wound cnuslng you much
pain, Cuptnln?' a German officer
iislicd.

r.?'

trifle.'
,,a,,, r,,ntro

suffered losses Kns speech been Injured.
fighting?- -

pHPH morc lnto
nc., thoughts longer wander.

Ba.,"i. will censo
tired worn, besidemum rough llttlolately?- vlll,,P.

means: have
been doing very well.'

Dm'm distress amongthey lighting enemy's

.None

pohiiione. duty whose guns, 'Ves,' voice,
.!, llv''-,- without raising bend.

four reports come close "lie among those whogether that there only second capture,
between. Tllell. rerlliln rlnln

minute longer, hears whin- -' When over
t.V. singing, hissing whistle overhead rose, saluted and vanished round"; Ifedlr. met looks Involuntarily. The bend road toirether with

P'ojectiie however, only blue red."

"Would uJ'ift i,nmv '"nds right behind mortar Hedln
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service but the
wounded sad enough, Hero
scene a temporary hospital near

"The wounded holf opens
eyes. doctor tnps him gently
the shoulder nnd nsks: 'What regi
ment belong to?' mumh!(s
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nil. It Is mere mt ,. ,i. r -.

' ', ! Tm' controlling or- -
Have you heavy of has Heduring the UIlconsi.,mls.Not particularly; all hN no

h0''"y tbey altogether and
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'Of course it was a denresslni? and
melancholy experience stand beside

many deathbeds. Kvcry num-
berless men In the heyday of youth
were thus being gathered to the eter-
nal rest, In hospitals and trenches,
Hut ono gets accustomed to uch
sights, as do the sotdierH themselves,
for It does not seem or
frighten them In tho least see their
coiniades die.

"When a soldier sees his nenrct
fall he does not thlnlt! Next

time It is my turn. On the contrary
his train of reflection seems to be like
this; Yen, there they arc, poor chaps,

street in after city's

bin 1 am sill! on my feet and the gaps
'will Minn be tilled. No need to lament
over men who 'are dying for their
country and for the liberty and honor
of their people.

"lleforo we left the hospital we had
n look some of the identification
disks carried by the German soldiers
round the neck, by the Trench round
the wrist. One of the former read.
'Ites. 1. 11. 17. B. K. No. 220,' and one
nf the latter: 'Seine, 6, Bau (Bureau)
tiOl." A third bore tho somewhat In-

complete Inscription: 'Leclerc, Alfred,
1902,' "

To show the character of much of
tho fighting Dr, Hedln writes;

"In tho Argonne forest much blood
has flown, a I myself have seen In
Its northern part, both from the east
nnd west, when with tho Fifth nnd
the Tourth army, respectively. Al-

though the whole of the front has
developed more or less Into n siege
war with trenches, communicating
trenches, barbed wire entanglements
nnd t rnus. p, this applies even In
a larger this forest region.

"Here the engineer troops have had
much work to do, and It Is the gen-
erals of the engineers who lead the
Advance. To progress Is Im-

possible. The forest, so badly kept
that It would horrify n Northern sylv-
iculture. Is very dlfllcult to advance
In. In certnln places one has cut
one's rnny tcp by step through shrub
and undergrowth. This sort of coun-
try Is rosy defend, nnd the Trench
understand their business well.

"At night or In n fog the Germans,
push forward a thin linn of Infantry
about fifteen paces distant from one
.mother. After hnvlng advnnced an
far the conditions allow the men
dig themselves In. This gives rlt-- to
a chain of pits avhlch afterward, by
continued digging longitudinally, ni--

united Into a continuous trench.
When the have made themselves
at home In this new position and ex-

tended It a further area In front of tho
one occupied Is cleared by lire, where-upo- n

the freMi ndvance Is made.
"In this way the forest Is swept

clean. It must he taken Mcp by step,
tree by tree, for- - n.s I have already
pointed nut the defender), have

even the trcetops for defence,
nnd have mounted machine guns there.
In the gloom of the uiulergiowlh It Is

In the Headquarters of the Crown Princes-Terrifi- c Dc-structio-

Wrought by the Big Guns Depressing
Scenes in the Field Hospitals Vividly Pictured

( not always easy to distinguish friend
j from foe.

"m thi occasion of my vlnjt It was
not ndvKtb'e for any one to come too
oil!., to tho Argonne fore3t unless his
du Irn ..ul'd hltn there. In certain
.ims fn- - rl.ik seemed r.vcn grfiil-- i fur

i'm.c behind tho llrlng Ili-.- s titan for
' ui J !:i th'i advanced 'j.iiitlon , nu-
ll usually tltej too high,
The r ;liota mostly p.isscd ovnr th

of their nearest opponent.1!, who,
by the way. were temnrlt-jbl- well
conc-altd- . This In not to ln wondt n-i- l

nt. for when the enmy Is nimov. upon
accurate shooting becomrs diffi-

cult,
"The parts of the forest which have

n'te-.l- ; i, on taken by th German:)
look et-- . The ground Is

'"' I with tr o, nr.fl romntunl- -
!lti:f joining the former

to.jctli'-- , nnd thti rees ore often
churn-- ! .d nupp'd by tho tiro.

'The are clnverrr m nnllUrv
'h.iu Infantry shooting. One of the

, in. ton icrtf told me that of tho 2,600
j patients h to nttnd tojjjl rifle
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ammunition were better the effei t of
tile French artillery Are would be

At Namur Dr. Hedln was able to
observe the destructive power of the
g.iint 12 centimeter mortars. He
says:

"Kverything regarding the giant
mortars Is kept secret. Hut this much
I was told, that their range Is enor-
mous. The vertex of the trajectory
is several kilometers above ground.
The ranging Is done with great pre-
cision, but of course one must be pre-
pared for not hitting the target with
the first shot or two. Misses are,
however, very rare. The most ex-
haustive calculations and observations
are made before the shots are fired,

"Observers are posted at suitable
points as near the objective as pos-
sible; they are In communication with
the gunners nnd report the point of
impact. When a 42 centimeter shell
comes pounding down from a height
of several kilometers there Is nothing
built by human hands which can re-
sist It.

"In fort No. 1 we saw a good In-

stance of the effect of these gigantic
projectiles, Ono shot hnd struck the
annular armor round the cupola of
the largest armored turret, had passed
through the half meter of metal as If
It had been butter nnd had then con-
tinued through a bed of concrete five
meters thick

"The effect nf the henvy artillery
nn the defending garrison will be
realized when It Is stated thnt nt one
fort "0 per cent, of the complement
were killed, while the remaining :!0
per cent, were severely Injured. As
we nil know, the brave commnnder of
I, lege, . I.eman, was wounded In
this way.

"In another fort were found forty
bodies which showed no trace nf In-

jury. It was evident that these men
had succumbed to tho gases of the
projectiles or had been choked by the
concrete dust which Ih said to whtil
up in the most appalling manner and
to penetrate everywhere. The air
pressure had also Hung many soldiers
ngulnst the wiills of the casemates
and they were subsequently found
with broken skulls.

"Ono of Hie lei-s- he w l.l. h may be
said to have been lent m-- in iho ores- -

eni war Is il-a-t even the most m, ib-r-

fortlflt-atluii- equipped Willi the most

superb armored turrets ir useless
when opposed by nrtlllery of tho

ot the groat it'erman mortnrs.
The circumstance tSat the projectile

'ilii-- s not hurst until it has penetrated
lint.) vr I'Vi-- through the concrete bed
glv" rl" t' .1 hivoe which challenge!
nil attempt at description. Kvcrythlng
Klthln the 'bombproof nrch' thus

, Is rent asunder and destrojed
without leaving n trace. The pro-Jc-'tl- ln

lit st operates from above lown-wnr- d,

mil then from below upward
...rough the explos.on."

Hero .in- - two pictures of the desoln- -
! tlon In Ili'iKium:
j "Ma:lncs iii-- still and empty, and Its

Ktn-ct- s an- - llftlf.s for tho
) tnops and transport trains marching
, through, and tiit- - number of stray
diig, liaif wild, who an- - snltllng fur
I heir lost inasiTM iiiiioiig the ruins.
The main street leading to the cathe-
dra! recalls In a horrible manner the
ravages of wnr, the relentlens de-
stroyer of peaceful homes. On tile left
we pass a house the Interior ;f wiilch
has been laid completely bare In- - u
shell, reminding one of the geological
section of a piece of rock blasted for
railway work.

"The ground floor Is a pile of
wreckage and lumber, l'rom the llr.it
floor a tangle of draperies, curtains

German gunners reading a newspaper during in the fighting.
or mats is dangling down townrd the
street, like f hreds of red flags, and the
Joists and girders between the first
and second floors have collapsed, cre-
ating a perfect f,erap nf wrecked.
lurniture. un tne second floor, how- - i mn.nover, a part of a room has been left in pene
ut.u,wi, revi-ann- a cupDoani, a child s
cot, and, strange to say, a looking
glass which still hangs perfectly un-
injured on Its hook.

"Once moro we looked In at a cha-
teau by the roadside, I shall never
forget the Impressions which thronged
Into my mind as I wandered through
Its dim, desolate rooms. In the bed-
rooms and guest rooms on the first
floor the beds were still in the state
In which the mnstens of the house and
their guests hnd left them.

"On the ground floor was the large,
lordly looking dining room. The table
was laid A largo dish still contained
the remnants of the course last served,
an omelet Some ten persons evi-
dently hnd partaken of the, meal.
Pome plates were empty, others still
contnlned scraps tf omelet. Knives
nnd forks lay pell mell among the
bits of by the side of the covers.

"A couple of empty champagne bot-
tles stood on the table, while a third
still contained a few drops of the
JpyotiH wine, which had now lost Its
sparkling freshness. A few u.rvio
lay crumpled on the table, others on
the chnlrs, and a couple hnd dropped
to the floor. Kverything tostltled
to a hasty and panic stricken depnr-- I
ture."

Dr. Hedln gives nn Interesting ac-
count of the elaborate system of
trenches-

' "In the trench nearest to the
enemy bowl shaped niches or dug-
outs are excavated In tho soil, g

effective protection against
overhead hursts nnd not Infrequently
ngaln-- t direct hits, Hut It Is not Im
possible for a shell to pitch In the
wall, nnd In thnt case even the oc-
cupants of the dugouts are doomed.
To provide against thin the men oftendig out a cavern, and thesn caves are
often so elaborate and luxurious that
It Is thought nt to put up curtains
at the entrance,

"Along the walls of these caves
straw Is laid out for sleeping berths
unci cne K tent nee! nn lnol,,.1.,l n

oomni
eighty meters nn light must be 111 even
In these subterranean caves, hMH less
a fire, and the in them Is there,
fore cold, damp nnd raw. Hut If the
nearest enemy three or four hun-
dred mettira a,in.. lina. .I..I.1 ...t

often
evrn then no lire lit no
linked light Is allowed In the trench
proper.

"The do not run In straight
lines, unless, at In the country south
of the ground .s absolutely
tlat. Tsunlly length anil outline
d"pcinl on the forma nn of t'
ground. As n rule they are
KO f 1.1 to otTer nn nnlnrrrrnntml ,l.....

poMtlon iniisi be treated by
if It w. re a fortress in Itself,

Kvcry meter of open country,
trie in Ihe Alg.inne, milM caplliti'.l
bv wiuit in. ght be described as
a separate etisagetner'. The Ti ti
are ilcfi-ndin- tlieiis,,e, wi'h
III t ii .am 1. , i ;

I von cliani tcnzcd them ns I w

worthy opponents to the wnrM' lrv.t
soldiers.

"In I should Ilk to .
n few words about (he mi, ,,. 7

service In the field. The Kie irpast mantera In the art of uH u.. i"
Ian uplcs. The wound d in a
hospital aro eafe long s thr
a couple of Kren. limen amii-bu- t

nn soon ns tiny li.ive bee, ti
moved ror transport eastward
this sanctuary comes umier i ,.
enemy's flro.

"How Is It that the enemy kt..A,
that theio paitleular wuun-ti-
been removed? In n village a
had made the iu-ii- i .nt,i-ar- r .n.
nn. Qne fine day she t.,!l .

she wfls going away. Why" he inked
Hecause th s village w,

to bn bombarded Th sn,.nr
did not pay much attention to h
prophecy, but the woman was r'.c-i.-

How did she know "t (if i h s .
cause she hnd been warned by n t.pv

"The regulations govern t-
ithe of the civil popu ,t n
have naturnlly to be made much tu .r
stringent on account of such In-- 1ent
and that Is even olllcers ar
sometime at nlcht
travelling within the light ng ,.,.
Hut even the most vigilant are Mmt- -

lull

heap

brend

times outwitted by the Fre.-.c- h
Complete telephone systems h t i
several Instances been discover .
low l.i.d down - ,

of the Frwich retrea- - T icnnies no doubt existed n o v
time, but nn the c

of wnr an nd.Iltlnno! system
pornry lines had been addedingitho rotreat telephone
rigged up in all sorts of m
places.

"Once a peasant cam-fro- m

the Trench side !n-- f .

line", where he was !; -- i.
seized. He declared w'."i tie " .
nocent face In the w r .

com to look after l s . ,

unfortunately hnd n eft
the German side. Let h,. ,,, .

look his cows. t!-- ,.
so he was nllnwed .

tnre could bo no qu. s- - on
him return to the Tiench
ho might bo h spy sent out , u
Information.

"An hour later h wa seen d
a little herd of :attle before -
nobody took any not', T!-
dally occurrenc Hne.r :

pened thnt ho drove h's t c,
up to a German barer
been so well masked t r
had lx'n unable to 1, t.
be left the cattle gr .

Ished completely.
"Presently n "

upon the butt.
to be moved In the nlir'i-

The peisnnt wm - .
plov of his ootintrvmen n
mcnts hnd n .ed
who hnd stirna.b d tn
t'lierj- - potlnn

"It was pi'i
French fire bad been ' . '

nld of telephone ci-mi- i r. r
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